
SWAMPS, RIVERS & RANGES

WINTER UPDATE

Winter surveys are conducted throughout July

The camera rotations continue with many sites
yielding pictures of species we would hope to see

including: Wombats, kangaroos, Wallabies, Brushtail
possums and many bird species. 

There have also been many pest species including:
foxes, rabbits, hares, deer and cats.

 
Now that all sites have been set up and inital surveys
conducted, we welcome any volunteers who would

like to be involved. Opportunities include camera swap
overs, bird surveys and spotlight surveys

BUSHFIRE PROJECT UPDATE:

 

Use of field cameras
Friday 23rd July - How to get the best out of using

cameras in the field and how to review what you find. 
Saturday 24th July- join us in the field as we change some

cameras over

https://www.trybooking.com/BRUXX
 

UPCOMING EVENTS:

Please contact our project coordinator, Sophie Enders (swampsriversranges@gmail.com) for membership forms
or further information on any of these activities. You can also visit our website for more information

http://swampsriversandranges.org.au/ 

BIRD SURVEYS

The autumn counts showed the expected seasonal
changes, with summer visitors disappearing (e.g White-

throated Gerygone in late March, Rufous Whistler
during April and Dusky Woodswallow in May), while
other species appeared from mountains and forests

(e.g. Gang-gang Cockatoo, Yellow-tailed Black-
Cockatoo, Flame Robin, Golden Whistler and White-

eared Honeyeater). 
Spotted Pardalotes, Pied Currawongs and Satin

Bowerbirds were more numerous than usual.
Honeyeaters were common, including Eastern

Spinebills, Fuscous and Yellow-faced Honeyeaters.
Spectacular concentrations of nectarivores were found

in flowering Red Ironbark in the Kilawarra Ranges,
including dozens of Little Lorikeets, Noisy and Little

Friarbirds. Concentrations of friarbirds were also found
at Boorahman.

Flocks of Swift Parrots were reported from the
Killawarra Ranges and Chiltern, though not during our
counts. Many less-commonly-seen species were found,
including Southern Boobook, Australian Owlet-nightjar,

White-bellied Cuckoo-shrike, Apostlebird and Grey-
crowned Babbler (Boorahman), Black-chinned

Honeyeater (Killawarra), Diamond Firetail (Greta and
Burgoigee) and Varied Sittella (Wooragee): the

latter species has declined in recent years. Six Red-
kneed Dotterel were among a collectionof waterbirds

at Lappins Swamp in Boorahman. 
Many thanks to all who did these counts,and I hope

winter brings lots of interest.

UPCOMING FIELD DAYS:
To join us on an upcoming field day send us an email to

register your interest and so we can let you know the
specific locations and needs for each day.

BIRD SURVEY FIELD DAYS:
Warby's Winter Bird count - 8.30am, 4th July, 2021- Pine

Gully Falls Picnic area - followed by morning tea.
Warby's Spring Bird count - 8.30am, 14th November -

Pine Gully Falls Picnic area- Followed by morning tea.
 

Bushfire recovery project bird surveys:
12th September

31st October
5th December

 
CAMERA SWAP AND SPOTLIGHTING FIELD DAYS:

20th August
17th September

29th October
3rd December

We would love to tell you more about our projects and
help us continue to generate information that will help

us manage our landscapes for the benefit of wildlife and
people.  You can now join our mailing list or become a

member for just $22 for 3 years. 
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With all the fantastic work our Bird survey volunteers do
each season recording which birds are in the region we

want to say thankyou to each and every one of you.
Please join us at the most relevant location for a morning

tea, catch up and bird survey story telling. 
We would also welcome anyone not currently a part of

the SRR bird survey program to attend and become
involved.

If you can't make it to one of the below sessions and
would like to touch base please get in contact.

 

Greta - 11am, Wednesday 30th June, Ineeta's cafe, Moyhu

Wooragee and Burgoigee- 2pm, Tuesday 13th July,

Beechworth Bakery upstairs, Beechworth

Rutherglen and Boorhaman- 11am, Thursday 22 July,

Valentines, Rutherglen

OUR TURN TO SAY THANKS!

We have been collating and analysing our
collective bird survey data from Autumn see

summary beside.
Our bushfire recovery project continues with field

surveys  and lots of opportunities for you to get
involved. This includes event such as those listed

above.
We've been engaging with local community groups
and networks such as the students at Borinyah who

are currently studying all about nestboxes.
We have attended a range of events and planning

sessions to help keep SRR well educated in the
issues affecting the region.

WHAT WE'VE BEEN UP TO:

OUR TOP TRICKS FOR MAKING THE
MOST OUT OF YOUR BIRD SURVEYS

Be Prepared - Make sure you have something to
write with and on. Binoculars and guides can also

be helpful to bring.
Record your site before you start - recording the site

details can help provide insight on your results.
Recording the Date, Time, Temperature, Cloud

cover and any interesting site notes such as
flowering species are all important.

Record the specifics- for each bird species record
whether it was seen or heard (or both) and whether

it occurred on site (within your survey area) or
offsite. The number of each species is important to

record clearly.
Don't be afraid to check and ask - Recorded a bird

and not quite sure about your ID? Ask another
birder such as our own Richard Loyn or check a bird

guide. If your quick enough take a picture to help
you confirm, this is also a great way to learn new

species.
Enjoy your time- Spending time in natural

environments has many benefits for your health and
wellbeing. Take the time to appreciate the beauty

of the landscapes in the North East region.
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OUR SPOTLIGHTING NIGHT AND GPS
COURSE

Our "Understanding and Using GPS" workshop was
held on the 12th June. We heard about the history of

GPS, what it is and how it works. We then discussed the
many ways it can be used and how we use it. We were
pleased to invite our presenters from CSU to join us on

one of our upcoming field days.

Our spotlighting night was held on the 23rd April.  An
enthusiastic group went for a spotlight walk in the
Carboor area. We started the evening by learning

about how and why we conduct Spotlighting surveys.
The spotlight survey found Brushtail Possums, Ringtail

Possums, Rabbits, Bats and a Sea Eagle.

mailto:swampsriversranges@gmail.com

